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6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to 

those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, 

“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who 

made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”  

 

Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come. 

On Tuesday, I have a meeting over in Baltimore at our sister congregation, Atonement Lutheran 

Church.  It’s not too far from an interesting piece of our National Park System, Fort McHenry National 

Monument.  Fort McHenry is the site of a battle that took place over two hundred years ago now, a 

battle that has since been immortalized for the American people.  We remember the battle of Fort 

McHenry because on September 14, 1814 during the war of 1812, a young man named Francis watched 

in terror and apprehension from a ship somewhere out on the Patapsco River as the British navy began 

their bombardment of the fort.  The onslaught continued throughout the night and the next morning 

Francis was relieved to see the stars and stripes of our nation’s flag still flying over the fort.  He wrote a 

poem titled, The Defense of Fort McHenry.  Part of that poem would later become our nation’s anthem, 

The Star-Spangled Banner. 

Earlier this year, another flag was making headlines as Hurricane Florence was steadily bearing 

down on the Carolinas.  On a flag pole on Frying Pan Tower, a retired Coast Guard light station about 

thirty-five miles off the North Carolina coast, an American Flag stood at attention.  Maybe you saw it on 

the news, I think just about every major broadcaster had footage of it as it weathered the storm, battered 

by winds well over 100 mph.  There was even a live feed video available online with a chatroom that 

had over 16,000 people cheering on this flag.  Over the course of the storm the footage of the flag cut 

out, but when it finally passed there was the flag still proudly flying, although a little worse for wear. 

In the midst of turmoil, whether in the face of war as with the Battle of Baltimore or when 

confronted by the fury of a high intensity hurricane, the endurance of our nation’s banner filled people 

with hope.  Our lesson today from Revelation 14 gives us a similar, although far grander, sense of hope.  

But first, in order to set the stage, I want to back up a bit to Revelation 12. 

In Revelation 12, the Apostle John begins to tell us about a series of visions that he had as a part 

of his revelation.  In the first vision, he describes a woman clothed with the sun—a woman whose 

offspring obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus (Revelation 12:1,17).  This 

woman is God’s Church.  In his vision, John saw that woman about to give birth to a son, a male child, 

who would rule all the nations (Revelation 12:5a).  Enter the dragon.  A fierce creature bent on 

destroying the woman and her son.  He is unable to stop the son—Jesus—who, having completed His 

work, is snatched up to God and to His throne (Revelation 12:5b).  But the dragon, whom John 

identifies as Satan (Revelation 12:9) doesn’t stop after his defeat by Christ.  He continues to pursue the 

woman and trying to overtake her.  As chapter 12 ends, John tells us, The dragon was enraged at the 

woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s 

commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus (Revelation 12:17). 

In his next vision the plot thickens, John sees a beast come up out of the sea.  A beast who wore 

crowns, who was given the power to make war, and who held authority over every tribe, people, 

language, and nation (Revelation 13:1-7).  We can identify this first beast with the world’s secular 



authorities.  According to John’s vision, the dragon gave his power to the beast.  Now, we know that the 

authorities that exist in this world have been established by God (Romans 13:1) and that He calls 

upon us to submit ourselves to them as long as their laws and instructions aren’t contrary to His own 

(Romans 13:1; Acts 5:29).  But we also recognize that secular authority can be and often is corrupted by 

the devil.  Satan is going to do his best to influence earthly governments to become something far from 

what God has created them to be.  When they stop serving the people and use their power to serve 

themselves instead, that’s the influence of the devil.  When, at the same time, people look to those 

governments for ultimate salvation or turn to them as their only source of provision and protection, 

when they think they can please God and earn His favor through civic duty, then Satan’s work through 

that beastly ally wins out. 

And if Satan and his influence in worldly government aren’t a formidable enough foe on their 

own, John continues by describing the third vision he had.  Another beast appeared, this one coming out 

of the earth.  This second beast looked like a lamb, an animal often used in Revelation to depict our 

Savior Jesus, but when it spoke it betrayed itself because its voice sounded like a dragon.  This beast that 

looked like Jesus but spoke like the devil deceived the people and in partnership with the first beast it 

spoke against the Church and persecuted it even putting its members to death (Revelation 13:11-15).  In 

this second beast we can see the teaching of worldly religion that undermines the gospel of Jesus—

works righteousness—the common thread of every non-Christian religion in the world and both a 

stumbling block for and the downfall of so many within the Christian Church.  True salvation comes 

only by God’s grace, given through faith that is worked through the Word of God.  There is a way that 

seems right to man… King Solomon tells us in the Proverbs, this idea that I can earn my salvation, that 

through my good works I can atone for whatever wrong I have done.  There is a way that seems right 

to man, but in the end it leads to death (Proverbs 14:12).  On the hands and foreheads of those who 

were deceived by this second beast and who bought into its lies, John saw not the sign of Christ but the 

mark of the beast (Revelation 13:16-18). 

The power of Satan is at work against the Church of God through the power of secular 

government and through worldly religions that hold to a doctrine of righteousness through works.  

Infinitely more devastating than any hurricane, and far deadlier than any earthly battle, is the storm that 

the devil is bringing against God’s New Testament Church.  How can we possibly stand in the face of 

such power and destruction?  What hope do we have for victory or survival?   

There is tremendous hope, brothers and sisters, because in the midst of that storm we look up and 

we see the banner of Jesus still waving—the sweet message of His Gospel that has withstood it all.  

Revelation 14:6-7 Then I saw an angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim 

to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people.  He said in a loud 

voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come.  Worship Him 

who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”  In that eternal gospel message, 

we see dawn’s early light, the beginning of a new day as the Son of Righteousness rises with healing in 

His wings (Malachi 4:2).   

As you look back over this past week or through the past months and years, you’re going to be 

able to see all too clearly the influence of that dragon the devil in your life glaring back at you, the work 

of your own sinful nature evidenced in the words you’ve spoken to others and in the manner in which 

you’ve behaved.  As the offspring of God’s Church, we have been woefully inconsistent in our 

obedience to God’s commandments, and steadfast faithfulness to the testimony of Jesus.  But as we lift 

up our eyes from the depth of our guilt, the banner of the gospel still waves; it has never faltered!  In 

Jesus, through His life and death and resurrection you have forgiveness from all your sins! 



While divisions in the Church, false religions in the world, and corruption in earthly government 

run rampant it can seem, if we don’t look closely, like the world has gone dark and cold and like the 

Church has no choice but to be buffeted and tossed about by the fray.  But piercing through that 

darkness is the light of that gospel banner.  The light of Jesus Christ our Savior shines through the gloom 

and points the hearts of millions (perhaps even billions) around the world to the salvation that He brings.   

In the fury of the devil and the world’s storms and battles against the Church, it can seem 

unlikely that there have ever been times more evil or wicked than days we live in now.  But has there 

ever been a day when more Christians walked the face of this earth?  Throughout the world new fields 

of souls continue to be planted and harvested.  Since our synod began its mission work in Africa fifty-

five years ago, the Lutheran churches in Malawi and Zambia have grown to over 50,000 members with 

new national pastors being trained in their seminary each year.  In India, in time that our congregation 

here has existed, our mission efforts have seen more than 150 congregations founded with over 5000 

souls among them.  50 men have completed training in that nation to pastor those congregations and 

another 27 are presently enrolled in their seminary program. 

In Vietnam, a leader in the Hmong Fellowship Church, viewed an online sermon by a WELS 

pastor in 2011.  The clear proclamation of law and gospel in that sermon and the message of pure grace 

through Jesus Christ was something he had never heard before... and he wanted to learn more.  He 

invited that pastor to come to Vietnam in order to train him the other leaders of their church in the truth 

of the gospel.  Since then, that pastor together with professors from our seminary have visited Vietnam 

over two dozen times training nearly sixty leaders who have been taking what they’ve learned back to 

their rural congregations preaching the message of salvation by faith, not by works—something their 

members had never heard before.  In that time, that church body has grown to one hundred thousand 

members and this past year the Vietnamese government invited our synod to build a theological training 

facility in the Vietnamese capitol city of Hanoi. 

In the midst of the war that the devil wages against the Church the banner of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ continues to soar.  For five hundred years the Lutheran church has been blessed to participate in 

taking that banner into battle.  At the time of the Reformation, Luther and others began using a passage 

of Scripture as their motto.  The passage originates in Isaiah 40:8 and was used again by the Apostle 

Peter in 1 Peter 1:25—The Word of the Lord Endures Forever.  In Latin the verse was Verbum 

Domini Manet in Aeternum the first letter of each of those words comprise the logo on the front our 

service folders this morning.  They put it on flags, embroidered it onto their clothing, engraved it on 

their door frames, even etched it into the foundation stones of their homes.  Maybe there’s somewhere 

you could place it—in your home, your workplace, your lunch box, or your wallet—a constant reminder 

that no matter what forces oppose us in this world, the gospel message and the promises it contains will 

endure forever.  

At the time of men like Noah and Elijah and even Christ Himself, at the time of men like Martin 

Luther and perhaps even you and I today the fog of evil has grown dark.  And yet, we rejoice, for as we 

lift up our eyes we see that the banner of the gospel stands firm.  Salvation that is a gift of God’s free 

grace, brought to us through faith in Christ alone, faith worked in our hearts by God’s Spirit through the 

powerful message of His Word.  From age to age, from generation to generation, the word of the Lord 

endures forever. 

And so, to Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood and has made us 

to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father, carrying His banner forth into battle—to 

Him be glory and power for ever and ever (Rev 1:5-7).  Amen. 

 


